
Text: Ecclesiastes 2:24-26
Meaning: Solomon searched for significance
Big Idea: What is the meaning of life?
Objective: I want the hearers to consider what they are chasing
Theme: What should I be chasing?

NOTHING COMPARES

Chapter 1 – FATALISTIC VIEW OF LIFE
Solomon starts by saying – all is vanity – man comes and man goes
and nature continues on in it’s course. Then he says – so I set out to
find the purpose of life.

Chapter 2 – PURSUIT OF SELF-INDULGENCE
So I gave myself up to all kinds of self-indulgence. I gave myself to
wine. I acquired great wealth and houses and possessions. I
entertained myself with the greatest entertainment the world has to
offer. I also gave myself to all kinds of sexual pleasure. When it was all
over – I WAS MORE EMPTY THAN I WAS BEFORE I STARTED.

V. 18 – SO I HATED LIFE.

That’s where so many people are in our society today – THEY HATE
THEIR LIVES! That’s why we’re doing this series – because so many
people in our society today – and so many people EVEN IN THE
CHURCH - are still trying to find fulfillment in all forms of
self-indulgence.

If I can just – GET THAT NEXT PROMOTION
If I can just – GET ANOTHER $100,000 DOLLARS IN THE BANK
If I can just – FIND THAT PERFECT RELATIONSHIP
If I can just – GO ON THAT VACATION
If I can just – BUILD THAT NEW HOUSE, GET A LITTLE LAND

Then you get it and you’re even more dissatisfied than before – why?
Because you’re pursuing the WRONG THING – YOU’RE CHASING THE
WIND.

Man is like the dog who chases his tail. It’s real fun and seems exciting
in the moment – until you realize you’ll never catch what you’re after
and if you do it’s only going to hurt.

What is the meaning of life? In this search for significance, what really
matters?

Matthew 22:37-40
And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great
and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the
Law and the Prophets.”

Jesus gives us the 3 LOVES here. Jesus said just LOVE GOD, LOVE
PEOPLE, and LOVE YOURSELF.

At the end of Ecclesiastes 2 Solomon gets to the premise of the book –
and he says NOTHING IS BETTER THAN THIS….NOTHING COMPARES
TO THIS ONE THING. What is that ONE THING?

READ 2:24-26

1. CONTENTMENT
Solomon says nothing compares to eating, drinking, and finding
enjoyment in your toil in this life. CONTENTMENT.

Philippians 4:13 – I can do all things through Christ who gives me
strength

Context of that verse is that Paul had learned to be content in whatever
circumstances he was in – rich or poor, hardship or comfort, ease or
difficulty – he had found JOY.

ENJOYMENT - Most often translated LOOK or APPEAR. In fact the
word SAW right after this is the same word in the Hebrew.

So, JOY IS A MATTER OF SEEING . We cannot lose sight of what is really
true about life and how we are living it.

HORSE AND CARRIAGE ILLUSTRATION
It’s like a horse and carriage. While working on my masters and
doctoral degrees I would have to travel to New Orleans from time to
time, and in the French Quarter they have horse and buggy rides
available. You can pay for a horse and carriage ride through the quarter
to see all the architecture and the sights there. Whenever a person



hitches a carriage to a horse for it to pull he also will put up Horses
wear blinders to reduce their field of vision and stay focused on their
tasks. When pulling, horses can become easily distracted. Horses that
pull wagons in cities need blinders to keep their attention focused
straight ahead and block out the distractions around them. If the
blinders were removed they would see all the other things going on
around them and would not work. Those poor horses in New Orleans
always looked so unhappy. On the flip side, as we were in the Smokies
last weekend we drove by a horse farm, and there were two horses
out in a field together, and both of those horses were just running and
jumping and having the best time. Why? Because they didn’t have
blinders or a heavy load to pull.

BELOVED, SO MANY OF US ARE LIKE MULES PULLING A HEAVY
LOAD. We hitch ourselves to all this stress, and all these pursuits, and
the opinions and expectations of others and daily we put the blinders
on and just keep pulling straight ahead. As a result we are tired and
unhappy people.

JESUS SAID – COME TO ME ALL WHO ARE TIRED AND WEARY AND I
WILL GIVE YOU REST. MY YOKE IS EASY AND MY BURDEN IS LIGHT.

Today – UNHITCH THE WAGON MAN – TAKE THE BLINDERS OFF AND
SEE ALL THAT THIS LIFE IN CHRIST HAS TO OFFER.

LOOK AROUND – SEE THINGS FROM AN ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE!
That’s what Solomon is getting at here.

Jesus also said that He came to give us LIFE AND THAT ABUNDANTLY.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE UNHITCHED?

Just let that question marinate in your mind a minute.

Joy is a choice. Attitude is your daily decision. I can’t change
my circumstances, but I can change my attitude about them.

2. CHRIST
VERSE 24 literally reads: “It is not good in man that he can eat and
drink.” What the verse is asserting is that it is not in the power of a
person to enjoy himself simply at his own will. His ability to enjoy life

proceeds completely and totally from JESUS! Our JOY in life is in direct
correlation with our CONNECTION TO CHRIST!

Jesus said as much didn’t He?! In John 15 Jesus said, “I am the vine and
you are the branches – He who abides (remains, dwells, rests) in Me
will bear much fruit – FOR APART FROM ME YOU CAN DO NOTHING.

Church – let me tell you today what is better than money, possessions,
pleasure, leisure, sports, hobbies, and all earthly relationships – JESUS!
NOTHING COMPARES TO KNOWING CHRIST!

Ephesians 2:6-7 – God in His mercy made us alive together with Christ
– WHY?
And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he
might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his
kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 3:8-9
 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of
all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and
be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ

Lamentations 3:22-24
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;
    his mercies never come to an end;
23 they are new every morning;
    great is your faithfulness.
24 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul,
    “therefore I will hope in him.”

HE is our Provider – apart from God who can eat?
HE is our Pleasure – apart from God who can have enjoyment?

THE KEY TO CONNECTION WITH CHRIST IS DISCONNECTION FROM
THE CULTURE



CELL PHONE ILLUSTRATION
In this internet and cellular data age in which we live it is super
important to stay connected. With all of our technological devices we
have bought into this idea that we need, it is imperative that we have,
continuous connection to the internet and cell service in order to do
life. Yet it is the times where we are disconnected that we have the
greatest sense of peace and satisfaction. I remember when I was a kid
thinking, “why do adults just like taking a drive?” NOW I GET IT – just
give me an hour riding down the road with my wife and life is
awesome! I especially love driving to places where there is no cell
service. No distractions. No interruptions. No notifications. It’s been
said that we are all like PAVLOV’s DOG IN THIS CULTURE AND OUR
PHONES ARE THE BELL. Every time the phone dings we jump.

WHEN DO YOU DISCONNECT FROM THE WORLD IN ORDER TO
CONNECT WITH JESUS? WE DO THIS THROUGH THE WORD,
THROUGH PRAYER, THROUGH WORSHIP, THROUGH TAKING A
WALK IN THE WOODS AND JUST TAKING IN GOD’S CREATION.

3. CONVERSION

In life there are SINNERS and there are SAINTS. One is not better than
the other. One is not more important than the other. One is not more
valuable than the other.

THE ONLY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A SINNER AND A SAINT IS ONE
HAS CONFESSED CHRIST AS LORD AND THE OTHER HAS NOT.

Sinners – gather and collect. They work and gain wealth only to leave it
for the Children of God.

Solomon – the greatest King on the earth at this given period – realized
that He was NOTHING COMPARED TO THE KING OF KINGS.

He recognized there is a King who is greater than all other
kings and His Kingdom is great than all kingdoms throughout
the history of mankind.

His name is JESUS CHRIST! And there will be no end to the
increase of His government or of peace when He comes again!

Luke 15:7
I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance

Church – what should be our task in this life?

ONE OF THE GREATEST JOYS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS HELPING
SOMEONE ELSE KNOW JESUS

There is no greater joy in this short earthly life than to LEAD
OTHERS INTO A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST.


