
Text: Isaiah 9:1-7 
Meaning: Isaiah told the people of Judah the best is yet to come 
Big Idea: The best is yet to come  
Objective: I want the hearers to put their hope in Christ’s return  
Theme: Statements (Best to come) 
 
 
Zebulun and Naphtali – Galilee  
This is the region where Jesus was born and began His earthly 
ministry. What’s so significant about this region is that there were as 
many Gentiles there and there were Jewish folks. It’s representative 
of the fact that Christ came not only for the Jews but also for the 
nations.  
 
Jesus didn’t come only for the Jews. He didn’t come only for church 
people either. Jesus came and died for all humanity! Anyone who will 
submit to Christ as King of their life will receive His free gift of eternal 
life!  
 
Christmas has past tense significance and future tense significance.  
Christmas means Christ came and is coming! 
 
THE BEST IS YET TO COME: 
 
1. LIGHT WILL CONQUER DARKNESS  
 
Light is synonymous in the Scripture with truth and righteousness. It 
is representative of the holiness and goodness of God.   
 
1 John 1:5-7 – GOD IS LIGHT  
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, 
that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have 
fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 
practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin. 
 
JESUS IS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD   
John 8:12  
I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness 
 
If God is light, then darkness is evil, sin, death, and the devil.  
 
Christmas means light has come! Jesus has overcome the darkness! 
In the waiting between now and His coming Kingdom you can rest 
assured that darkness will not prevail!  
 
Children of God we are told to:  
 
WALK IN THE LIGHT  
Same passage where John says God is light He goes on to say that if 
we walk in God’s light we have fellowship with one another and the 
blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin.  
 
Walking in the light means being honest about our sin – and walking 
in obedience to the Lord.  
 
BECAUSE CHRIST CAME WE CAN WALK IN LIGHT! HE CARES FOR 
US! HIS GRACE IS AVAILABLE!  
 
ALSO, JOHN SAYS WE MUST WALK IN LIGHT IN ORDER TO HAVE 
REAL FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHERS. THERE IS NO FELLOWSHIP 
WHERE THERE IS NO CONFESSION.  
 
SHINE THE LIGHT  
Matthew 5 – Jesus said nobody lights a lamp and hides it – you light 
a lamp to provide light for everyone to see. So too, if I have come to 



Christ – the purpose of His salvation is that I would display His glory 
in this life.  
 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN – STREET LIGHTING IN PHILADELPHIA 
Benjamin Franklin wanted to interest the people in Philadelphia in 
street lighting. Some pushed back on the idea saying there was no 
need. He did not call a town meeting nor try to persuade the people 
by talking about it. He acted upon what he considered a good idea. 
He hung a beautiful lantern on a long bracket in front of his house. 
He kept the glass polished and carefully trimmed and lit the wick 
every evening at the approach of dusk. The lamp helped the people 
see the pavement ahead; made them feel more secure at night. 
Others began placing lights in front of their houses. Soon 
Philadelphia recognized the need for street lights. 
 
Be the one today to light up your neighborhood with the light of life. 
Let the glory of Jesus shine! Instead of telling everyone is the world 
they need to turn their light on, just shine your light and let your 
good works and gospel witness make the difference!  
 
2. JOY WILL CONQUER SADNESS  
Isaiah writes prophetically about the coming bright future in Christ’s 
Kingdom when he says the Lord had multiplied the nation and 
increased her joy. Multiplication speaks of increase and blessing, and 
it also carries the idea of the Kingdom expanding to the Gentiles. The 
joy of the harvest is the joy of seeing all your labor and all your toil 
turn into a productive crop by the grace of God.  
 
Why is there Joy? He tells us here it’s because Christ has broken the 
yoke of our burdens.  
 
Jesus said that His ministry was to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
preach the gospel to the poor, and to set the captives free! He is near 
to the downtrodden and He saves those crushed in spirit!  
 

Today, if you feel crushed, broken, burdened by the situation you’re 
facing or even the sin you’ve committed – Christmas means Christ 
came to carry your burden and to destroy chains that bind us up!  
 
DAY OF MIDIAN 
Isaiah says here that the yoke of our burden has been broken as on 
the day of Midian. In Judges 6-7 we see where the Lord told Gideon 
to fight against the Midianites, and he started with over 20,000 
soliders, but the Lord made Him cut the group down to 300. 
Specifically because He said that He wanted it to be completely 
obvious that only God could have won this victory. The Lord told 
Gideon and his men to break some pots, light some torches, and 
sound the trumpets, and He would take care of the rest! Scripture 
tells us that when they did this the Lord threw great confusion on the 
Midianites army and they actually began to fight one another. So 
Gideon, with only 300 men going up against an army Scripture says 
was as numerous as locusts on the ground, saw God do an incredible 
victory!  
 
So too, beloved the sin and shame and struggles of mankind were 
insurmountable! The odds were completely against us – but just 
when it looked like the devil was going to have a landslide victory at 
Calvary – Christ rose from the dead! Conquering our sin, our shame, 
and even our sadness forever!  
 
Today – though your heart may be sad you can have joy in Jesus! 
Christmas means you don’t have to be depressed, you don’t have to 
be discouraged, you don’t have to fear tomorrow or wallow in regret! 
Jesus gives us Joy!  
 
The fact that Christ came means the Devil is a liar and a loser! Stop 
letting the Devil win in your life! Come to Jesus today and find hope, 
and He will set you on a path toward joy!  
 
 



WW2 ENDING CELEBRATION  
On May 8, 1945, World War II in Europe came to an end. As the news 
of Germany’s surrender reached the rest of the world, joyous crowds 
gathered to celebrate in the streets, clutching newspapers that 
declared Victory in Europe (V-E Day). Later that year, US President 
Harry S. Truman announced Japan’s surrender and the end of World 
War II. The news spread quickly and celebrations erupted across the 
United States. Millions of people flooded the streets across America 
to celebrate……the tyrannical rule of the Nazi’s had been destroyed!  
 
Beloved – Christmas is our ticker tape parade declaring that the 
tyrannical rule of Satan has been broken! The devil no longer has any 
hold over the Children of God – and one of these days Jesus will 
come again and physically remove the very presence of sin and Satan 
forever!  
 
3. PEACE WILL CONQUER MADNESS  
Isaiah writes here and says every warriors boot and every blood 
stained garment of war will be burned and forgotten forever when 
Christ comes again.  
 
Earlier in this book He says…. 
 
Isaiah 2:4  
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
    and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
    neither shall they learn war anymore. 
 
Over the past 3400 years, historians tells us that the world has had 
less than 300 years of peace. That’s less than 10%. 
 
In the 20th century alone there were over 108 million people who 
died in wars.  

 (https://www.nytimes.com/2003/07/06/books/chapters/what-
every-person-should-know-about-
war.html#:~:text=Has%20the%20world%20ever%20been,wars%
20in%20the%20twentieth%20century.) 
 
There are over 27 million armed forces personnel in our world, and 
there is currently just under 2 trillion dollars spend on defense by the 
nations of the world. The United States is by far the largest investor 
in defense with over 770 billion dollars invested this year. There are 
talks of our defense budget crossing 1 trillion dollars within the next 
5 years.  
 
In the history of America there have only been 15 years that we have 
not been at war. From our very founding in 1776 we have been a 
fighting people, so much so that we are now fighting God and His 
truth.  
 
CONTENTION, STRIFE, FIGHTING, AND WAR ARE A 
DEVASTATING REALITY IN OUR WORLD, but when Christ comes 
again we will experience real peace.  
 
Ever since the fall of man our world has been at war. So much so that 
today we still invest hundreds of billions upon billions of dollars into 
compensation, technology, equipment, training, and mobilization to 
fight wars and defend our freedom. This is necessary now, but there 
will come a day when war will no longer be needed because Jesus 
will usher in His Kingdom of peace.  
 
Christ came to bring us peace, and He is coming again to usher in 
total peace.  
 
Christmas means we can have PEACE WITH GOD 
Scripture says that because of our sin we were enemies of God, but 
through Christ those of us who were far off have been reconciled to 
God through Christ’s blood shed on the cross.  
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The only way to have peace with God is through faith in the Son of 
God – the Lord Jesus Christ!  
 
Christmas means we should choose PEACE WITH MAN 
Also, through Christ the dividing wall of hostility has been broken 
down between Jew and Gentile. So, it is the love of God poured out 
in our heart through being born again of the Holy Spirit that makes 
us live at peace with mankind.  
 
4. CHRIST WILL CONQUER WICKEDNESS   
Isaiah finishes this section with that glorious prophetic declaration 
that a child would be born and a son would be given for the 
salvation of Israel and ultimately for all mankind.  
 
Context – Israel was looking for the next earthly king to come and 
solve all their problems. Historically King Ahaz ruled during this time 
period and his declaration was that his lineage, and heir from his 
house, would be the one who would be the savior of Israel. BUT 
ISAIAH REMINDS THEM HERE THERE IS ONLY FOR WHO 
CARRIES THE TITLE “SAVIOR” AND HIS NAME IS JESUS!  
 
Church, if your hope is in a political party or candidate you are going 
to be greatly disappointed and led astray. The problems of mankind 
are not first economic, or social, or academic, or political. The 
greatest problem for mankind is spiritual, and that’s called SIN.  
 
Christmas means Christ came to save us from OURSELVES! Were 
mankind to be left without God’s intervention we would utterly 
destroy one another. Only the love of God poured out in your heart 
through the person of Jesus Christ can make you love those who 
vehemently disagree with you.  
 

By the way – you want a sign from God? Here it is – A BABY IN A 
MANGER! A SON BORN TO SAVE MANKIND! AND HIS NAME IS 
CALLED JESUS!  
 
Christmas means Christ Himself came to conquer sin and death, and 
that He is coming one day to remove sin and death forever.  
 
What is it that conquers sin, death, and the devil?  
 
THE NAME OF JESUS!  
 
Proverbs 18:10 
The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous man runs into 
it and is safe. 
 
Salvation is His name – whoever calls on the name of Jesus will be 
saved  
 
Provision in His name – whatever your ask IN MY NAME believing 
you will receive  
 
Healing in His name – Psalm 103 Benefits of knowing Jesus – He 
heals all our diseases. By His stripes we are healed 
 
Wisdom in His name – WONDERFUL COUNSELOR 
 
Power in His name – MIGHTY GOD  
 
Grace in His name – EVERLASTING FATHER  
 
Peace in His name – PRINCE OF PEACE  
 
Justice in His name – THRONE ESTABLISHED WITH JUSTICE AND 
RIGHTEOUSNESS  
 



 
 


