
Text: Acts 1:1-14  
Meaning: Luke shared how the church prepared for Pentecost 
Big Idea: Revival comes as the result of preparation  
Objective: I want the church to tune their hearts to revival  
Theme: How do you tune your heart to revival?  
 

TUNING THE HEART FOR REVIVAL 
I love to play guitar. I don’t get to do it as often anymore as I used to, 
but I still enjoy it. Before you can play a song on the guitar you first 
have to TUNE THE INSTRUMENT. If you try to play a song with the 
guitar out of tune the sound will be very unpleasant. But when 
everything is in tune the sound is sweet.  
 
Beloved, when it comes to revival, we cannot manufacture it. We 
cannot schedule it or plan it or work it up. HOWEVER, WE CAN TUNE 
OUR HEART TO THE SPIRIT OF GOD SO THAT WHEN GOD CHOOSES 
TO STRUM THAT CHORD OF REVIVAL WE ARE READY.  
 
G. Campbell Morgan 
“We cannot organize revival, but we can set our sails to catch the wind 
from Heaven when God chooses to blow upon His people once again.” 
 
Beloved, we cannot organize revival, but we can set our sails, we can 
tune our hearts to God’s Spirit, so that when God moves we are 
ready.  
 
In Acts 1 we see a group of people who tuned their heart to revival 
and as a result they experienced an incredible move of God.  
 
NEXT 3 weeks – REVIVAL  
I want us to lean into this moment, to press in to hear from the Lord 
and experience what He is doing in the world around us.  
 
READ ACTS 1:1-14  
 

1. FAITH  
The resurrected Christ is what makes revival possible.  
 
Revival starts very simply with BELIEF IN THE RESURRECTED CHRIST, 
THAT HE IS ALIVE RIGHT NOW IN HEAVEN AND HEARS US WHEN 
WE PRAY AND ANSWERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS WILL.  
 
What Luke is saying here under the inspiration of the Spirit is, I’ve 
written down much about the life and ministry of Jesus. I was an eye 
witness to all these things and there were hundreds of other eye-
witnesses to many of these same events – WHAT MORE EVIDENCE 
DO YOU NEED?!  
 
Some people say – well, why doesn’t God give us a sign?! I mean why 
doesn’t God reveal Himself to us in a no doubt obvious way?!  
 
Luke is saying here – HE HAS! We have the Word of God, the Church 
of God, the Creation of God – and we even have all this historical 
evidence of the coming of the Son of God. WHAT MORE PROOF DO 
YOU NEED?!  
 
Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus – Luke 16 
It says there was a rich man who had it all, and at the entrance to his 
property lay a sick invalid who was covered with sores named 
Lazarus. The rich man was so self-centered and so self-absorbed that 
he wouldn’t give Lazarus anything during his lifetime. When they 
both died it says Lazarus went to Heaven because of his faith in the 
Lord, but the rich man went to hell. And IN HELL GOD LET HIM SEE 
LAZARUS. AND THE RICH MAN SAID, LORD JUST SEND AN ANGEL 
DOWN TO TELL MY 5 BROTHERS SO THAT NONE WOULD COME TO 
THIS HORRIBLE PLACE WHERE I AM 
 
JESUS SAID, “THEY HAVE MOSES AND THE PROPHETS. IF THEY 
WON’T BELIEVE THEM THEY WON’T BELIEVE EVEN IF SOMEONE 
WERE TO BE RAISED FROM THE DEAD.”  



Christ said if you won’t believe all the preponderance of evidence we 
already have you won’t believe even if someone came back from the 
dead!  
 
DOG WALKS ON WATER  
There were two friends who duck hunted together, and one of them 
got a new dog. And lo and behold the dog was miraculous, this dog 
could walk on water! The man couldn’t wait to tell his friend, but he 
decided to wait until their next hunt to show him off. So, a few weeks 
later they went hunting together and they were in the blind and 
some ducks started flying in and they both jumped up out of that 
blind and each shot one down. When those birds hit the water the 
man said, “Go get em Buddy!” And that dog took off like a bandit 
and ran across the top of the water. He never got more than his paws 
wet. He retrieved those two birds lickity split. The man looked over at 
his friend and said, “So, what do you think about my new dog?” His 
friend replied, “He sure can’t swim!”  
 
SOME PEOPLE JUST WON’T BE MOVED. THEY EXPLAIN EVERYTHING 
AWAY, ALWAYS HAVE AN EXCUSE, ALWAYS SEEM TO HAVE A 
REASON WHY THEY CAN’T OR WON’T RESPOND TO CHRIST!  
 
Matthew 13:58 – In Christ’s hometown  
And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their 
unbelief. 
 
Familiarity breeds contempt. When the things of God become all too 
familiar, too mundane, too obligatory, complacency builds and we 
drift from the Lord.  
 
Would to God that there would not be found in any one of us an 
unbelieving heart that misses what God has for us.  
 
 
 

2. POSTURE OF PRAYER   
Jesus gave them a clear command here. Scripture says that HE 
ORDERED THEM NOT TO LEAVE JERUSALEM UNTIL THEY HAD BEEN 
BAPTIZED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT.  
 
Reception of the Holy Spirit  
We focus so much on water baptism that we often times fail to 
emphasize the most important baptism – THE BAPTISM OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT!  
 
The book of Acts is a book about REVIVAL! It’s about a spiritual 
awakening that swept all of Israel and spread across Turkey and 
Greece and eventually made it’s way across Europe all the way to 
Rome. God was doing a new thing, He was providentially 
authenticating the witness of the early New Testament church – BUT 
BELOVED LET’S NOT MISS THE SIGNIFICANCE HERE. THIS WAS ALSO 
IN PART THE RESULT OF A SPIRITUALLY HUNGRY PEOPLE WHO 
WERE CRYING OUT TO GOD IN PRAYER AND RECEIVING THE 
BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT! They were postured in prayer to play 
the song of revival!  
 
What is the baptism of the Spirit? It is the re-birth. It is being born 
again. It is regeneration. Jesus said in order to enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven we must be BORN AGAIN.  
 
Ephesians 1:13-14  
In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit,  who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
 
Ephesians 5:18 – Be filled with the Holy Spirit.  
Command and it’s continuous (Be Being Filled)  



Luke 11:13 - If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him! 
 
The filling of the Holy Spirit:  
 

- STRENGTHENS OUR FAITH 
- INTENSIFIES OUR WORSHIP 
- BIRTHS A HUNGER FOR GOD’S PRESENCE 
- DRIVES US TO PRAY  
- PRODUCES THE FRUIT OF CHRIST-LIKENESS (Fruit of the 

Spirit)  
- ENABLES US TO MINISTER TO OTHERS (gifts of the Spirit) 
- EMPOWERS US TO BE A WITNESS (Acts 1:8)  

 
Times and Seasons 
It is not for us to know and understand the times and the seasons 
God has orchestrated. Keep in mind that when we read the Bible we 
see God’s work throughout history in one snapshot event. The truth 
is there were in some cases hundreds of years between some of the 
events that took place, the miracles, the healings, the divine 
interventions. God works on His timetable and according to His plan, 
that is WHY IT IS SO IMPORTANT THAT WE BE AWAKE AND READY 
SPIRITUALLY TO RESPOND WHEN HE DOES BEGIN TO POUR OUT 
HIS SPIRIT. RIGHT NOW IS ONE OF THOSE MOMENTS!  
 
It’s like Simeon in the birth account of Christ in Luke 2. It says he had 
lived his ENTIRE LIFE LOOKING FOR THE CONSOLATION OF ISRAEL. 
He has spent his entire life looking for the coming Messiah, and the 
Holy Spirit revealed to him that he would not see death until he had 
seen the Christ. Low and behold, guess who’s at the Temple the day 
Jesus is presented to the priest? Scripture says the Spirit of God led 
Him to the Temple that day. This was not some major event with lots 
of pomp and circumstance. Just two parents showing up at the 
Temple to present their 8 day old son to the priest like any other 

devout Jewish family, BUT BECAUSE SIMEON WAS ATTENTIVE TO 
THE SPIRIT AND LOOKING FOR THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH HE 
EXPREIENCED AN INCREDIBLE MOVE OF GOD!  
 
IF YOU’RE NOT LOOKING FOR JESUS, NOT LOOKING FOR REVIVAL, 
YOU WILL NEVER EXPERIENCE IT!  
 
3. CONFESSION AND CLOSURE 
As the disciples are gathered here it says Peter stood up in the midst 
of them and speaks to Judas’s betrayal of Jesus and the need for 
them to appoint a new disciple to take his place.  
 
I have just buzzed right through this passage many times and just 
seen it as a matter of fact kind of passage. God called them to bring 
on a new disciple, so Peter being the typical outspoken leader stands 
up and speaks to the obvious and leads the group to pray and 
choose Matthias.  
 
But this time around the Lord has given me a fresh look at this I 
never had considered before.  
 
Let’s step into the Upper Room for a moment with the 120 followers. 
They had just seen their beloved Master, Savior, and friend, the Lord 
Jesus crucified. Then 3 days later they hear He has risen from the 
dead, and Jesus appears to the Apostles to encourage and empower 
them. They have been on an absolute roller coaster of emotions. But 
behind it all I can only imagine their still remains this seething 
bitterness toward Judas and those who were involved in the 
crucifixion of Christ. Jewish leaders, Romans authorities, Pontius 
Pilate. The kind of anger and bitterness these 120 were carrying was 
a debilitating kind of bitterness. The kind that renders you incapable 
of loving or trusting anyone outside your inner circle ever again.  
 
Peter, I believe, recognizes this tension and He addresses the 
proverbial elephant in the room. He stands and essentially says, 



“Guys, we all are still incredibly upset about Judas and those who 
killed Jesus. But Scripture says this was all according to the 
predetermined plan of God. Jesus came to die for our sins, and 
although Judas is somewhat to blame, it was ultimately the Father 
who sent His own Son to the cross for our salvation. Besides, Judas 
even took his own life. The guilt he carried was unbearable, so much 
so that He committed suicide. Beloved, it’s time we forgive Judas. It’s 
time we release him and others from their culpability in this. It’s time 
we follow God’s command to replace Judas and close this bitter 
chapter in our lives and move on for the gospel.”  
 
BELOVED – AS LONG AS THERE IS BITTERNESS, ANGER, OR 
UNFORGIVENESS IN OUR LIVES WE WILL NEVER EXPERIENCE 
THE POWERFUL PRESENCE OF GOD.   
 
Beloved – Today God wants to close that negative chapter in your 
life. The only way that happens is by our confession of sin and 
submission of the future over to Jesus.  
 
It’s time today to stop justifying your reasons for harboring 
bitterness or unforgiveness and come clean today.  
 
Lord’s Prayer – Matthew 6  
Jesus taught us to pray FATHER FORGIVE US OUR SINS AS WE 
FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US.  
 
This is confession of our blatant sin against God – BUT IT IS ALSO A 
RELEASE OF BITTERNESS AND UNFORGIVENESS THAT WE HARBOR 
TOWARD OTHERS. Few things GRIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT like 
bitterness.  
 
Ephesians 4:30-31  
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for 
the day of redemption.  Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and 
clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


