
Text: Acts 6:1-7  
Meaning: The Spirit-filled ministry of the Body leads to growth 
Big Idea: The entire body is called and gifted to serve  
Objective: I want the hearers to serve the Lord with gladness 
Theme:  

FORWARD IN SERVING 
 

SUBSCRIPTIONS – image slide (Netflix, Hulu, Amazon Prime, 
Disney Plus, ESPN)  
 
We live in a world of subscriptions today. We subscribe to or have 
memberships to just about everything. Internet, Netflix, Hulu, 
Amazon Prime, ESPN Plus, Disney Plus. When it comes to a 
membership or a subscription we pay for a service, and we expect 
that if we pay for it that it should meet our needs. Sadly, this is the 
way most people look at the church, especially coming out of a 
global pandemic. So many people see church membership as a 
service they get from someone else. They might pay for it or they 
might just enjoy it for free, but either way it is someone else’s job to 
provide a service to me. Beloved, that is the anti-thesis of what the 
church is all about.  
 
Church is not about receiving a service, it is about engaging in 
Christ’s service.  
 
1 Cor 12:27 
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 
 
1 Peter 4:10  
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God's varied grace 
 
Mark 10:45  
For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many 

1 Cor 15:58  
Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor 
is not in vain. 
 
READ ACTS 6:1-7 
 
1. A GROWING NEED  
When the church grows so do problems. The church is full of 
imperfect people. The issue at hand here is not food, it’s bias, the sin 
of partiality. Hellenists were Greek speaking Jews and the Hebrews 
were the pure Jews if you will. These are the local Jews and the Jews 
who were foreigners. So it was the insiders not welcoming the 
outsiders. Have you ever walked into a place and immediately felt 
like an outsider? Ever been in a church like that? The Church of the 
Lord Jesus should be the most welcoming place on the planet, but 
sadly that is not always the case.  
 
Wherever a spirit of bias or partiality exists that sin must be 
addressed. The gospel is for every race, every socioeconomic level, 
every nationality, every person. It is the job of the church to love one 
another as equally as possible. WHERE CHRIST IS THERE IS A SPIRIT 
OF HOSPITALITY AND LOVE IN THAT PLACE!  
 
Daily distribution – the ministry here was a food ministry to widows. 
From the very beginning of the NT Church there was a deep desire to 
meet needs in Jesus name. While they were meeting these needs 
they were sharing the love of Jesus and inviting folks to grow in 
Christ, but it was the meeting of the physical need the opened the 
door to the spiritual.  
 
The Church should have as it’s purpose to fulfill THE GREAT 
COMMISSION OF MATTHEW 28 AND THE GREAT COMPASSION OF 
MATTHEW 25. Both are necessary to the effective proclamation of 
the gospel in a community. You cannot ignore the physical needs of 



your community and expect to minister effectively to the spiritual 
needs of that same community.  
 
2.  A CALL ISSUED  
First Ministry – Prayer and the Ministry of the Word  
The first ministry of the church is to pray and dig into the Word of 
God for the purpose of applying it to life. This is the GREAT 
COMMISSION, Matthew 28 – Go and Make Disciples, baptizing them 
and teaching them. This is the first responsibility of the church, of it’s 
pastors, ministers, trustees, and deacons, but it is also the first 
responsibility of every child of God.  
 
Stacking chairs is very important, greeting people coming in the door 
is a must, serving in kids is vital, working with our youth is incredibly 
valuable, serving in the mission café is so helpful, and serving on the 
worship or tech team is pivotal to the accomplishment of the mission 
– BUT GLORIFYING GOD BY MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST IS 
THE REASON WE DO IT ALL!   
 
Faithful Ministers  
Most believe this are the first deacons of the church. Although the 
passage does not refer to them as deacons. 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 
chapter 1 we see the scriptural church office of deacon, and the word 
for deacon in the Greek is the word DIAKONOS, which means 
servant.  
 
There are men who are called to be servant leaders in the church that 
we know as Deacons. These men are to lead by example first and by 
active involvement in the body second.  
 
BUT WE ARE ALL CALLED TO BE SERVANTS IN THE CHURCH.  
 
The Apostles tell the believers here to choose men who had a 
reputation of integrity, and that were filled with the Spirit and with 
wisdom.  

THESE CHARACTERISTICS APPLY TO ANY PERSON SERVING IN THE 
CHURCH.  
 
Our service in the Body of Christ is not merely pragmatic. You and I 
are not just here to complete a task so the work gets done and go 
home. It is our job to point people to Jesus and present ourselves as 
humble servants of the Lord as we serve His Church.  
 
3. THE CHURCH MULTIPLY  
 
When the preachers preach people are ADDED, but when the Church 
serves the number is MULTIPLIED  
 
I’m no genius, but if you asked me today would I rather God add to 
His Kingdom or multiply His Kingdom I would have to say MULTIPLY.  
 
We should be more invested and involved in the church of the Lord 
Jesus Christ today in this broken culture than we ever have been in 
our lives.  
 
Psalm 100:2  
Serve the LORD with gladness! 
 
 
 
 


